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Special points of interest: 
 

√ Check your child’s agenda 

book each day. 

 

√ Drop off your child after 

7:45am. 
 

√ Arrive before 

8:15am or your child 

will be counted tardy.   
Late arrivals must be 

signed in by an adult. 
 
 

√ Send us a note about 

changes in transportation, 

illness, and/or contact infor-

mation. 

 

√ Students will not be 

dismissed from the of-

fice after 2:15 unless a 

note has been sent in 

stating they have an   

appointment. 

At Willards Elementary, we welcome Fall as it presents 
with a variety of seasonal learning opportunities for chil-
dren of all ages. This time of year also brings to a close 

our first marking term.  Please look for your child’s report card to 
come home on Friday, November 9th.   As a reminder, families with 
students in grades one through three can monitor their child’s grades 
throughout each marking term in the Family Portal.  For directions on 
how to do this go to www.wcboe.org   Click on the tab at the top “For 
Families”.  Then click the dropdown option titled, “Family Portal -
Registration Directions”.  Feel free to call our school office if you need 
any assistance with this.  

Fall also brings us a time change.  Daylight saving time 
ends on Sunday, November 4th.   Don’t forget to turn 
your clocks back one hour!! And while you are doing that, 
please remember to check the batteries in your smoke detectors.  
 
We are quickly approaching a very busy time of year. American Educa-
tion Week, Grandparent’s Day, and our Holiday break are only a few 
of many dates you will want to note on our November Calendar. 
Please take time to review our school calendar which is attached to 
the back of our Dolphin Press.  We hope you are able to join us for as 
many events as possible at our school this month.  

Please remember that during American Education Week, we will be 
required to have every parent and approved visitor sign in using the 
new Raptor registration system.  For you own convenience and for the 
convenience of others, we are asking that you have your driver’s li-
cense out and ready to use upon approaching the school. We antici-
pate a large volume of people, so please allow yourself plenty of 
time as the required sign in method may take significantly longer than 
usual. Also, please know that we welcome our parents to Wonderful 
Willards School on any given day, So, if American Education Week is 
not the best time for you to visit, you are welcome to come at a time 
later in the year that better suits your schedule.  In addition, it is nec-
essary that “ALL VISITORS” are approved by the student’s legal 
guardian, and that the legal guardian has recorded the approved visi-
tors for their child on their the personal data form and/or the ap-
proved visitation list sent home earlier in the year.   It breaks our 
heart to have to turn people away, so please plan in advance.  We 
have been directed to follow these steps and procedures in order to 
keep our students as safe as possible during such a heavily populated 
time of year in our school.  Taking a few moments to prepare in ad-
vance will ultimately save families a lot of time in the long run.    

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Judy Nicholson 

http://www.wcboe.org


 

 

Pre Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

First Grade 

Wow! Where did the month of October go? Now 
that November is here we will be continuing our 
learning using our Connect4Learning Unit 2 Our 
Environment. In science we will be spending time 
learning about the season of Autumn with a fo-
cus on pumpkins and leaves. Students will contin-
ue to learn about print awareness illustrating 
and writing about their drawings in their jour-
nals and using poems. In math the students will 
work on classifying objects, demonstrating an 
understanding of size, review shapes and count-
ing by rote. Great job with your reading minutes. 
Remember to read each night and get WILD 
ABOUT READING!  Let’s Go Pre-K we can do it!!! 

We have just finished the first marking term.  Report 
cards will be distributed November 9th. Please be sure 
to schedule a conference with your child’s teacher if 
you have any questions or concerns at this time. Please 
be sure to check your child’s agenda every night and 
please sign it.    In reading, we will be reading a series 
of books, which will celebrate diversity and a series 
that features an author study on Vera B. Williams. In 
math, we will be solving number stories using addition 
and subtraction strategies and practice counting strat-
egies to add and subtract.  We will also be having Mrs. 
Barga from 4H come in and do a lesson for Thanksgiving 
titled, Birds of a Feather.  Please continue encouraging 
your child to read every night and be sure to log of the 
number of minutes they read on their reading calendars.  
Please be prepared to return the calendars to their 
teacher in the middle and end of the month.  Lastly,  we 
as a first grade love seeing your child EVERY day and 
we are going to have various attendance incentives to 
promote perfect attendance throughout the school and 
our individual grade level. 

Throughout the month of November, we will be con-
tinuing to explore fiction and nonfiction texts to learn 
about the world around us, including our families and 
traditions. We will also be learning about Thanksgiving 
traditions from past and present. We will be focusing 
on reading color words, making sets past 10, and iden-
tifying attributes of shapes, as well as counting aloud 
to 100 by ones and tens. Please continue to review let-
ter sounds at the beginning and ending of words and 
recognizing sight words listed: a, am, go, I, is, like, my, 
see, an, and, at, can, in, it, the, to. 

Thank you for encouraging your child to read 
for 20 minutes every night. Reading every day 
is the first and most important step in be-
coming a better reader! Third grade is excit-
ed to begin our next reading theme soon, Cel-
ebrating Traditions. Use this opportunity to 
share your own family traditions with your 
child. We are well into our study of multiplica-
tion. Third graders are expected to 
have knowledge of facts through 0 -10 by the 
end of third grade. So far, we have focused 
on multiplying by 2, 5, and 10. In addition they 
have worked on strategies to find the product 
for most multiplication and division facts 0-
10.  In Unit 3, we will be using place value to 
develop strategies to add and subtract 2 
and 3-digit numbers. We will not be doing tra-
ditional addition and subtraction with stacking 
and regrouping. Our focus is still on building 
the concepts to aid in the development of 
number sense. You may want to take time to 
have your child play the games on the Math 
website.   As we move more into the cooler 
months, please dress your child layers.  We do 
try to go outside to stretch and 
move everyday.   

During the month of November we will 
be reading stories about insects and nonfiction 
texts from our leveled readers.  With this 
theme we will be learning about ants.  We will 
also have numerous integrated activities in a 
unit of study on spiders.   In math we will be 
using tools to add, determining if a number is 
even or odd, and adding using near doubles 
facts. The children will be working on becoming 
fluent with their addition facts as they try to 
earn their way into the “Minute Club.”  Veter-
ans’ Day will be celebrated this month and we 
will take time to reflect on the heroic contribu-
tions of Veterans to our nation.   Mrs. Barbara 
Barga, our 4-H representative, will involve our 
students in a hands-on study of corn which will 
undoubtedly prove to be fun and educational!  
Last but definitely not least….We will be 
pleased to have our artist in residence, Kevin 
Martin, who will engage the students in the art 
of making music with steel drums as he inte-
grates it with the learning of mammals.  



 

 

Good Dolphin Character Makes a Difference! 

The students at Wonderful Willards Elementary School are making a difference by showing they 
are responsible each and every day.  They have been involved in a toy donation for Brooke’s Toy 
Closet at PRMC.  As part of our Red Ribbon Week activities, each grade level has been encouraged 
to bring in change to help us donate many stuffed animals to this great endeavor.  Thank you for 
your support! 

During the month of October, I visited classrooms to teach a lesson on responsibility.  In each 
grade level, we’re learning the skill of self-talk to help us during the day.  Many examples are to 
remind us to make good choices such as raising our hand, wait our turn, clean up all our toys and get 
ready for our day; as well as, helping us when we’re having a rough day to remember it’s going to be 
okay.  We also discussed planning to learn.  The students created an easy three step plan for any 
scenario:  1) The order makes sense, 2) It’s simple, and 3) You can do it.  We also discussed our re-
sponsibility for keeping ourselves healthy and making good choices.     

Congratulations to the October Dolphin Good Character Club students who are being recognized 
for being responsible!  In pre-kindergarten, they are Collin Trader, Liam Richardson, Calee Smith 
and Leila Poor.  In kindergarten, they are Aubrei Nailon, Dominic Alexander, Grayson Barfield, Ne-
vaeh Henderson, Kade Friese, Aubrey Womer, Naomi Phillips and Sadie Cockey.  In first grade, 
they are Kaylee Fitzmaurice, Brenna Hurd, Lucas Jones, Hallie Townsend, Dominick Spock, Rylie 
Sterling, Aubrey Grubb and Angie Flores-Cruz.  In second grade, they are Aubree White, Hadley 
Dawson, Thomas Sonnier, Holden Shockley, Nicole Corbin, Evan DuPont, Braiden Hager and Madison 
Wallace.  In third grade, they are Kinley McCoy, Austin Kinhart, Cle’Ayeisha Harris, Serenity 
Wright, Joel Horseman and Brittany Akers. 

From October 23rd to October 31st, we celebrated Red Ribbon Week.  Our students completed an 
obstacle course in gym class and exercised for an average of 20 minutes straight with no breaks.  I 
was impressed by all the students who never gave up and continued to exercise the entire time.  
Ms. Rittling and the students discussed how their heart and lungs were working together for car-
dio-respiratory endurance.  The students felt how fast their heart was beating and the students 
noticed how their breathing was much harder to show how their body reacts to continuous exer-
cise.  Our students are encouraged to eat healthy at lunch every day.   

November’s character trait will be courage.  Our 3rd grade students have been working diligently to 
provide wonderful biographies of our local Veterans.  Please make sure you stroll down the curvy 
hallway (behind office) during American Education Week to see all their hard work. 

Sincerely, 

Christina Thompson 

School Counselor 



 

 

The ARTS are Happening at WWS!  

Ripley’s Believe It or Not Incredible Kid Award 

On October 16th, Mrs. Audra Ely visited Wonderful Willards to present all nominees the Ripley’s 

Believe It or Not Certificate and announce the Incredible Kid Award.  The following students 

were nominees for this award:  Charlotte Wootten, Neveah Henderson, Peyton Zidanic, Aubrey 

Kinhart, Allison Chalmers, MaKayla Peek, Kadence Davis-Harshman, Brannon Friese and An-

drew Seaton.  Those students received a Ripley’s certificate and an individual pass to Ripley’s 

Believe It or Not in Ocean City, MD.  The following students were given the Incredible Kid 

Award:  Collin Trader, Aleah Bolles, Joslyn Brodie, Ashlynd Tatum and Joel Horseman.   Those 

students received a Riley’s certificate and a family pass to Ripley’s Believe It or Not in Ocean 

City, MD.  Congratulations!  Mrs. Ely was proud to announce they have completed many reno-

vations and the children’s interactive room is now open! 

 

Co-teaching continues with arts integrated activities that include: Learning about fish with 
hand painting and paper cutting, fire prevention rhythms, Letter identification animal beanbag activi-
ty, pathways, lines, pathway dance/movement maps, ozobots, obstacle Course, feelings flashcards, fall 
leaves and movement 

Kevin Martin will be our artist in residence with 2nd grade during American Education Week. 
The residency was funded by PTA and MSAC. We have been awarded a community foundation grant 
to fund our Pre-K and K residency later in the year. This grant supports innovative and educational 
programs.  

Second grade will begin practicing for their December 13 winter concert, based on a book by 
Jan Brett entitled The Mitten.  Permission slips will go home soon.  



 

 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 

A few reminders/Tips: 

All school medications must be brought in by an adult. A doctor's order is required for medication 
administration by the school nurse. For the safety of our students, please DO NOT send medi-
cations in your child's backpack.  

If your child has a new medical diagnosis, please update us. 
School emergency health forms were sent home the first week of school. Please try to complete and 

return this important information. 
Vision and hearing screenings will begin the week of November 7th.   If you wish for your child to be 

excluded from this screening process, please contact the nurse’s office so an exclusion form can 
be sent home.  The exclusion letter is to be completed and returned to the nurse no later than 
November 2nd.   

Student files who are missing required health documents (most recent physical/well-check, Lead 
Level Results, and/or Immunizations) were mailed home a letter.  Please see that the required 
documents are submitted to the nurse’s office.   

Any time a student receives an immunization, please provide a copy to the nurse’s office to keep rec-
ords up to date.  This will prevent student being excluded from school.   

 
Students have been going outside for recess almost every day.  As it starts to get colder we re-
mind students to put on their sweatshirts and jackets before heading outside. Soon they will 
need hats and mittens too! 

 

 

 

 

Nurses Notes:  

**If your child has outgrown sweatpants or other comfortable clothing that you would like to donate, 
please consider sending them to the school.  Extra clothes come in handy when students fall in a puddle 
at recess or spill water or milk on themselves at lunch. Thank you and Happy Holidays! ** 

Ashley Messick, BSN, RN 

School Nurse  

 

       
HEALTH OFFICE NEWS  

http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-yTooLgLTE
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimq5e9v6nJAhUB8j4KHeAABoAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-4230.html&bvm=bv.108194040,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNFPnFOCYWL0atr02awH55GJBQ4Ljg&ust=1448469279283592


 

 

Media Memos    

The Book 
Fair is 

coming! 

     Book Fair Homepage 
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/willards 

If you would like to volunteer to help us, please contact me at school or go to 
our Book Fair homepage to view open slots and sign up asap.  We can’t do it 
without you so please consider volunteering! 

Books make great gifts for the holidays!  As always there is an online book fair so 
friends or family members that can’t make it can order from the comfort of 
their home and you can order surprises.  There is also more selection online.  
The online book fair runs from Nov. 7 – 27. 

A new feature, eWallet, allows parents 
to set up an account and pay online 
so students don’t have to handle 
cash or checks.  Go to our homepage 
to get details.        

Book Fair information was given to all 
students to take home this past 
week.  If you didn’t get yours, please 
let me know and I will send another. 

                                   
    

    Thank you! 

                 Vicki Ewalt  



 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

      

Bookmobile 

 

F 1 

End of 1st 
Marking Term 

Math Interim 
Assessment 
1st-3rd 

A 2  3  4 

School 
Closed-
Profession-
al Day 

 5 

School 
Closed-
Election 
Day 

 6 

Vision 
Screening 

 

B 7 

RI-Gr. 2 

 

C 8 

Report Cards 
Distributed 
Jr Achieve-
ment Gr. 2 

D 9 

Showcase 
of Schools-
Centre at 
Salisbury 

10:00-2:00 10  11 

2nd grade 
residency 
w/Kevin 
Martin  

E 12 F 13 A 14 B 15 

Spirit Day 

Grandpar-
ents Lunch-
eon 

C 16  17  18 

D 19 E 20  21  22  23  24  25 

F 26 A 27 B 28 C 29 

Reptile 
Man As-
sembly 

D 30     

              

NOTES: 

Upcoming dates to remember: 

Dec. 5th-Make up Picture Day 

Dec. 10th-14th-Snowball Express 

Dec.12th-Progress Reports distributed 

Dec. 13th-Bookmobile 

Dec.13th-2nd Grade Winter Concert 

Dec. 14th-Spirit Day 

Dec.20th Reindeer Dash 

Dec.21st-Jan.1st-School Closed Winter Break 

American Education Week/Book Fair 12th-16th 

School Closed-Thanksgiving 

Interim Assessment Gr.1 


